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The Endless Land of Alexis Droeven (Le grand paysage d’Alexis Droeven)

Belgium 1981
Director: The Film Andrien’s film won the ‘best cine-
Jean-Jacques Andrien The story is of a young farmer — matography’ prize at Berlin this
Screenplay: Jean-Pierre Droeven — who has to February. It deserved the Golden
Jean-Jacques Andrien decide what to do with the family- Bear since, as the Village Voice
Dialogue: owned milk producing farm after remarked, it was probably the only
Franck Venaille the death of his father. The whole masterpiece among the competition
Photography (Colour): tale is compressed in the four days films. Their critic noted that the
Georges Barsky that follow the death, the prepara- movie is ‘audacious and intellectual
?d“"‘ ; ) tion of the burial, the ceremony — audacious because it is intellect-
ean-Francois Naudon . S e ;
Muskos itself apd t}’1e aftgmath. ' val’. Happily it is much more, b_e:pg
Wagner, Monteverdi, Jean-Pierre’s hesitations are compli- rapturously beautiful and containing
1.F. Maljean cated by the presence of his aunt, a densely evocative soundtrack
Sound: who abandoned the narrow country which recalls Bresson’s early ‘ex-
Henri Morelle life to work as a lawyer in the city periments’ in Journal.... That great
Principal Cast: of Ligge. There are subtle shifts in director is echoed in the economy
JeanPierre the relationship between the young and rigour of Andrien’s vision. But
Jerzy Radziwilowicz . . _g o g
Elizabeth farmer and his aunt, with confronta-  like his graceful debut, Le fils d’Amr
Nicole Garcia tions of their sometimes contradic- est mort, his new film refines the
Alexis tory memories of the dead father language of cinema in a totally ori-
Maurice Garrel and their uneasiness as to where ginal way. The story concerns a
Jacob their roots lie. young man who returns to the
Jan Decleir family farm when his father dies.

and the inhabitants of
the Aubel district

Production:

Les Films de la Dreve
(Brussels), R.T.B.F.(Liége),
Les Radio-Cinés S. A. (Paris)

88 minutes

French dialogue/
English subtitles

Source:

Cactus Film AG,
Dorfstrasse 4, P.0.Box 258,
CH-8037, Zurich,
Switzerland

Comment

A movie made in contemplative long
shots, The Endless Land of Alexis
Droeven expands our idea of cine-
matic possibility by defying conven-
tional wisdom. Supposedly, the fact
that film is a realistic medium dic-
tates that it reaches the abstract
through the concrete. But Andrien,
incredibly, manages the opposite,
making us understand the tactile
qualities of farming without once
showing his hero so much as putting
a finger to the earth.

— Stuart Byron, The Village Voice,
March 18-24, 1981

Jean-Jacques ANDRIEN

was born in Verviers, Belgium, in June 1944. He graduated from the film department
of INSAS, the Belgian arts academy, in 1970 and three years later formed the film
co-operative Les Films de la Dreve. In 1976 he founded the Belgian Association of

Film Directors & Producers.

Films: La pierre qui flotte (The Stone That Floats, short, 1970), Le rouge, le rougé et
le rouge (short, 1971), Le fils d’Amr est mort (The Son of Amr is Dead, 1975),
Le grand paysage d’Alexis Droeven (The Endless Land of Alexis Droeven, 1981).

He struggles with what to do: sell up
or take it over. Personal and family
problems interweave with the com-
plex background of sociopolitical
and linguistic struggles.

— Brian Baxter, London Film
Festival 1981
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